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Scotland’s beautiful Spey Valley and the Cairngorms 
staying at Grantown on Spey 

Sunday 25th – Thursday 29th September 2022 
 
4* The Grant Arms Hotel 
In the fine Scottish country town of Grantown on 
Spey, not far from the famous Spey River in the 
Heart of the Cairngorm National Park, lies the 
handsome stone-built Grant Arms Hotel, specialising 
in Bird Watching and Wildlife.  The hotel has changed 
a lot since Queen Victoria stayed there in 1860.  Built 
in 1765 during the reign of King George III and 
situated in the Cairngorms National Park in 
Grantown on Spey, the Grant Arms Hotel is a 
traditional Scottish building, tastefully refurbished to 
provide thoroughly modern standards of comfort.  
The hotel offers en suite bedrooms all with tea/coffee making facilities, toiletries, hair dryer, colour TV, 
direct dial phone and free WiFi.  All facilities in the Grant Arms Hotel are wheelchair accessible. 
 
Day 1:  Sunday 25th September 
We pick up in the Nottingham area this morning and transfer to our Scottish hotel, 4* The Grant Arms Hotel 
at Grantown on Spey.  Comfort and refreshment breaks will be taken en route. 
 
Day 2:  Monday 26th September 

A scenic day instore travelling to the fascinating 
Ballindalloch Castle located in the heart of Speyside, 
Scotland’s most prolific whisky region.  The Castle is 
one of the few private castles in Scotland that has 
been lived in continuously by the family which 
founded it, the Macpherson-Grants.  Originally a 
fortified tower house that was erected circa 1546, 
Ballindalloch underwent a significant period of 
renovation and extension during the Victorian era, 
which transformed it into the sumptuous country 
retreat that stands today.  Despite its history and 
grandeur, Ballindalloch remains first and foremost a 
beloved family residence, and there are plenty of 
personal heirlooms and memorabilia belonging to the 

current occupants scattered amongst the general finery.  Highlights include a fine collection of 17th century 
Spanish paintings, one of the finest country house libraries in all of Scotland, the grand dining room with its 
magnificent fireplace, the vaulted hall, and the delightful nursery with its antique toys.  The River Spey and 
Avon run through the estate, offering excellent fishing, the cattle that graze here belong to the oldest 
Aberdeen Angus herd in the world.  The beautifully maintained walled and rock gardens are spectacular 
when in full bloom and offer a tranquil haven during the late summer months.  The Castle shop stocks a wide 
selection of quality Scottish crafts and goods, including the popular ‘I Love Food’ recipe books written by Mrs 
Clare Macpherson-Grant Russell, mother of the current Laird.   
Light refreshments are available in the Castle tearoom. 
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Day 3:  Tuesday 27th September  
This morning we invite you to join us on a Nessie hunt with 
a cruise on the legendary Loch Ness following in the 
footsteps of Queen Victoria on this two-hour cruise.  We 
Board the boat at Dochgarroch, where you will experience a 
breath-taking journey that takes you along Thomas Telford’s 
famous Caledonian Canal and, of course, across Loch Ness 
listening to a lively commentary.  Enjoy the stunning scenery 
of the Great Glen, and panoramic views of Aldourie Castle, 
Bona Lighthouse, and the spectacular Urquhart Castle.  You 
will hear about the colourful history of the Loch, including 
the crash site of a World War II Wellington Bomber, and not forgetting some stories about the worlds shyest 
monster?  Sit back and enjoy, either on the top deck (weather permitting) or downstairs where you will find 
a bar serving hot/cold drinks and snacks, there is also a toilet on board.  This boat is sonar equipped so you 
never know we could detect ‘Nessie the Loch Ness monster’.  This afternoon we visit the City of Inverness on 
Scotland’s northeast coast, where the River Ness meets the Moray Firth.  It is the largest city and the cultural 
capital of the Scottish Highlands.  Its Old Town features 19th century Inverness Cathedral, the 18th century 
Old High Church and an indoor Victorian Market selling food, clothing and crafts.  The contemporary 
Inverness Museum and Art Gallery traces local and Highland history.  The City itself is small, compact and 
easy to get around with a great selection of places to eat, drink and relax. 
 
Day 4:  Wednesday 28th September 

We travel to the popular resort of Aviemore this 
morning surrounded by lush Highland scenery in the 
north west corner of the majestic Cairngorms 
National Park.  Towering mountains, sparkling lochs 
and dense forests surround this bustling town, 
home to some of the most stunning scenery and 
wonderful wildlife.  At 11:00hrs at Aviemore Station 
the Strathspey Railway invites you to step aboard 
one of their trains (hopefully steam) and help 
celebrate forty years of the return of steam travel 

through the Highlands of Scotland.  This ten-mile restored section of the original Highland Railway Line 
enables you to travel back in time to an era when steam whistles blew, carriage doors slammed shut and 
there was a familiar click-clack, rhythm of the rails, as the train travelled along the track.  We travel through 
some of Scotland’s finest scenery, sit back and relax while speeding along to Broomhill Station.  After a short 
break we re-join the train and return to Aviemore, with shops and restaurants for lunch. 
After lunch we travel to Speyside Centre to finish the day, look around their wonderful gift shop, wildlife 
viewing area with red squirrels and a large variety of birds, Antiques and Collectibles shop or why not try out 
the cosy restaurant providing family favourites and local specialities including the sought after homemade 
Clootie Dumplings. 
 
Day 5: Thursday 29th September 
We depart our hotel this morning to make the long journey back to the Nottingham area.  Comfort and 
refreshment breaks will be made en route. 
 
Tour includes:  Door to door taxi/minibus, Executive coach travel with courier/hostess service, 4 nights half 
board at 4* The Grant Arms hotel, full excursion programme with admissions to Ballindalloch Castle, Jacobite 
Cruise on the Loch Ness, visit to Inverness, Strathspey Railway train ride and a visit to the Speyside Centre. 
Tour extras:  Any fees, fares, lunches or refreshments en-route are not included in the above tour. 
 
Tour cost from: £595.00 per person   Single supplement: £120.00 
Deposit: £100.00 per person 



 

Sharpes of Nottingham, Unit 6, Coach Gap Lane, Langar, Nottingham NG13 9HP 
Tel: 0115 989 4466 | enquiries@sharpesofnottingham.com | www.sharpesofnottingham.com 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The above itinerary may be subject to change – terms and conditions 
are available on request and we recommend that as our clients you take out 
insurance against any eventuality, medical or otherwise on all our holidays on 
booking. 
“Sharpes of Nottingham” are members of the Bonded Coach Holiday Group of the 
Confederation of Passenger Transport UK Ltd. This is a government approved 
consumer protection scheme. This ensures that in relation to the coach package 
holidays described in this brochure (or website) that the clients' monies are protected 
by a Bond which may be called upon in the unlikely event of the Member’s 

Insolvency. Clients are recommended to inspect the current membership certificate at our registered office 
or alternatively go to www.bch-uk.org or telephone 0207 240 3131 to confirm current membership. Your 
attention is also drawn to the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter that will apply to these coach 
package holidays. 
All Coach Holidays within this publication are subject to the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. A 
copy of the Trading Charter will be issued with all booking confirmations. Alternatively, either request a copy 
of the Trading Charter from the head office or view online at Sharpes of Nottingham Website. 
 


